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Located .1 mi. W of Walls Run, on the north 51de of "Route 641, .5 mi. west
of the Intersection of Route 641 and Route 10
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The Trustees of Merchant's Hope Church, Prlnce George County, Virginia

Y
_______ ggprch and Tourist attraetion ) e -

h_,‘ The church is open during Garden
o 0 Week, and at certain other times.
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Prince George County Court House, Prlnce George, Virglnia. . 3 acres
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Merchant's Hope Church is a small rectangular building spproximately 60' x 25', and

is constructed of brick laid in Flemish bond with glazed headers above the water

table and English bond below. The gable roof has splayed eaves: with a modillioned

cornice, and the gable end front exhibits & rubbed brick arched entranceway and

gallery window. The sash in the semi-circular arch window is thought to be colonial

but probably replaces an earlier one,
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Some of the interior was destroyed during the Civil War, and the aisles were changedl
at some time from a T to an L shape. The present interior dates from 1870 when the

church was returned to use but archaeological evidence acquired during the
restoration work of 1957 disclosed the location of the principal features of the

original interior. The church still retains its original Portland stone flooring

tiles,
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The greatest significance of Merchant's Hope Church lies in its well preserved,
fine colonial brickwork, and its great age., According to James Scott Rawlings,
leading authority on Virginia's colonial churches, "the chief evidence in favor
of a seventeenth century origin for this remarkable building is the utter
simplicity of its west doorway, a simplicity that is matched among surviving
structures only at Jamestown (and even at Jamestown the arch is ornamented by

1

imposts)., Merchant's Hope is probably our oldest church...Because of its emcellent
state of preservation and the details of its masonry, its exterior, which is so deﬁ

void of unnecessary adornment, represents the supremely classical example of
ecclesiastical architecture in coloniel Virginia." In support of this, the date
1657 appears on one of the roof timbers of the church. Richard Bland and
Edmund Ruffin, the agriculturist, worshipped here regularly.

{See attached sheet for Bibliography and continuation of #8)
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8. Continued.

As documented by Rawlings, the church 'was built to serve as the parish church
of Jordan's Parish, but became a chapel of ease of Westover Parish in 1688 and
the upper chapel of Martin's Brandon Parish in 1720. Jordan's Parish was
created by 1655 out of the westerh portion of Westover Parish that lay south
of the James River. All of the parishes of Prince George County (except
Bristol Parish) were united with Martin's Brandon Parish in 1720.,"
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